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What is Accelerated Reader?
• Accelerated Reader, also known as AR, is a 

program used by schools across the country to 
monitor students reading comprehension. 

• The program is developed by the company 
Renaissance. 

• Students read AR books, take comprehension 
quizzes on the computer, and then earn points 
toward a grade level goal. 

• Some students are expected to meet at least the 
minimum goal set by their school each grading 
period or semester. 
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STAR Test

• Originally the STAR acronym, meant "Standardized 
Test for the Assessment of Reading." Now the 
company has more products that use the STAR 
branding. 

• The purpose of the STAR assessments is to provide 
information to teachers about student growth and 
achievement in grades 1-12. Students take the 
assessment and it is scored automatically by the 
software. Teachers and administrators are able to view 
and print a number of reports at the individual, 
classroom, and grade level in order to monitor 
progress.

• Some books have vocabulary test. The scores from 
those tests are not included in the points. 
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Example of STAR Test Results
GE Grade Equivalent
Grade Equivalent (GE): Grade Equivalent 
scores range from 0.0 to 12.9+. 
A GE score shows how your child’s test 
performance compares with that of other 
students nationally. For example, based on 
the national norms, this student reads at a 
level equal to that of a typical 1st grader 8 
months into the school year. 

ZPD Score
The Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) 
defines the readability range from which 
students should be selecting books in order 
to achieve optimal growth in reading skills 
without experiencing frustration.
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Example of STAR Test Results
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Parent View from Renaissance on OCPS LaunchPad
Passed Quiz Screen 

*Please note that at 
some schools quizzes 
can be taken at home. 

Example of an of 
AR book label
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Example: Accelerated Reader Vocabulary Quiz
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ATOS
• ATOS Book Levels are 

reported using the ATOS 
readability formula and 
represent the difficulty of the 
text.

• For example, a book level 
of 4.5 means the text could 
likely be read independently 
by a student whose reading 
skills are at the level of a 
typical fourth grader during 
the fifth month of school.

Readers Practice 
TOPS Report
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Students without Accelerated 
Readings Access

Launch

• Readworks.org is a free program that can be used by 
students who want to participate in the Royal’s Readers 
program, but their schools do not offer AR.

• An account will be created for the student and articles 
will be assigned. 
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Lexile

Readworks will provide 
a Lexile metric. This is 
the same metric 
provided from iReady
testing. 



Next Steps for Parents
q Request a copy of your child’s STAR assessment and Student Record Report 

Appendix B-2
q Note the ZPD Score.

q Log into Launchpad and determine if your child has been taking AR quizzes.

q Find out when your child’s teacher allows students to take the quiz.

q Determine all options for your child to take the quizzes. 

q Determine options at your student’s school for accessing AR books.

q Find your school’s list of books on Orange County Library website. 

q Home delivery: Have books delivered to your home. Return to a library location. 
See Appendix.
• Orange County Public Schools (OCPS) educators and currently enrolled students are 

automatically registered for a virtual library account.
• A parent or legal guardian is not required for the juvenile's library card account 

privileges.
• No fines or fees will accrue, as this type of account doesn't provide checking out of 

library materials or registration for classes.

• Lake County and Seminole County only delivers for medical reasons or residents with 
disabilities.
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• Appendix A - Finding Accelerated Reading Books
• Appendix B – Accelerated Reader Reports
• Appendix C - How to find Accelerated Reader APP on OCPS LaundPad
• Appendix D – How to scan any book with a ISBN number to determine ATOS.
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Appendix Contents
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Appendix A: 
Finding Accelerated Reading Books

1. Student school library
• Find out which days your student goes to the library.
• Ask the school faculty or staff if the AR books are labelled in the library by ATOS.

2. Ask your student’s teacher(s) if AR books can be brought home. 

3. Books in your home

• Scan the books in your home with an APP and label them.
• Points Scan by Straight Path Apps is an option

• Go to the Renaissance website and enter the name of the book to determine if its 
on their list. http://www.arbookfind.com/

4. Orange Country Public Library 
• Have books sent directly to your home. You return to a library of your choice. 

5. Lake County Public Library
• Delivers for people with disabilities. The books have AR labels, but this 

information is not listed in the database. No list on the website.

6. Seminole County 

• Delivers books for people with a medical reason. Some books have Lexile numbers 
on them.  No list on the website.

Example of an of AR book label

http://www.arbookfind.com/default.aspx?client=HomeConnect
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How to find AR Books at Orange County Library
Step 1

https://www.ocls.info/
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How to find AR Books at Orange County Library
Step 2
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How to find AR Books at Orange County Library
Step 3
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How to find AR Books at Orange County Library
Step 4
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How to find AR Books at Orange County Library
Step 5
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Appendix B-1
The Reading Practice 
report can be generated 
by the parent.
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Appendix B-2
The OCPS teacher has 
access to this report. 
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Appendix C How to find the Accelerated Reader
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Appendix C How to find the AR App – Step 2
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Appendix C How to find the AR App – Step 3
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Appendix C How to find Quiz Results – Step 4
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Appendix C How to find Quiz Results – Step 5
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Appendix C How to find Vocabulary Quiz Results – Step 6



• Points Scan APP can be downloaded from your 
app store for Free.

• BookScanner APP is another option. It cost 
$1.99.
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Appendix D
Scan ISBN of books to determine points and ATOS Level




